injuries upon them, several questions of medico-legal interest and importance arise. Amongst these, one of the first requiring an answer is whether we have to deal with death from accident, suicide or murder, or a combination of two of these conditions.
The accidental death of two persons together as a result of external violence is as a rule recognised without difficulty from the surroundings and nature of the injuries, the cause of death being usually obvious, and all the circumstances pointing to a sudden and unexpected calamity.
The question of murder or suicide is not always so easily determined, and a decision upon this point can, in most instances, only be arrived at after careful consideration of the whole circumstances and an examination of the injuries.
By the circumstances are meant chiefly those connected with the position and surroundings of the bodies, and it is of the highest importance that the medical man, who is required to give an opinion in such cases, should have the opportunity of making his examination of the bodies and the immediate surroundings before they are in any way interfered with.
The position of a body may be wholly inconsistent with a theory of suicide, or on the other hand, it may afford strong presumptive evidence of it, and in the same way the position of any weapon found or of marks of blood on also indicated that neither of the two deceased persons moved from the bed after the infliction of the injuries. In the pockets of the man's coat there were found some rings belonging to the woman, two razors, and two letters foreshadowing the death of both of them, but indicating that it was to take place by common consent. These were probably the letters which he was seen to be writing the previous day, as they bore that date. In addition to these considerations, the character of the wound upon the neck, its position, its direction from above downwards and backwards, and from right to left, together with the fact of her hands being enclosed in tight strong leather gloves which must have interfered with the power of the hand to inflict such a severe wound, the absence of blood on the gloves and down the front of her dress, entirely exclude, in my opinion, the theory of suicide on her part.
There remains, therefore, for consideration only the third believe that what occurred in all probability was the following :
When they returned from their walk, and shortly after they entered the bedroom, the woman was sitting on the edge of the bed.
The man, probably quite playfully, pushed her backwards, and kneeling over her, suddenly took a razor from his pocket, and attacked her before she realised his murderous intention and could offer any resistance.
From the localised distribution of the blood marks, she evidently was unable to make any further movement; and he must also, without moving from the bed, there and then have cut his own throat, and fallen across her body in the position described. 
